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Ancestors, artefacts, empire: Indigenous Australia in British and Irish museums
Vincent Namatjira, The Queen and Me (2016) Acrylic on canvas. Courtesy of the British
Museum

2021-22 PROGRAMME INCLUDES EVENTS AT BARBICAN
CENTRE, BFI, IKON BIRMINGHAM, ROYAL OPERA HOUSE,
WALES MILLENNIUM CENTRE

Nigel Adams, Minister of State for Asia at the UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO)
and Senator the Hon Marise Payne, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Australia will launch the UK/Australia
Season 2021-22 at the British Museum, the largest ever cultural exchange between the UK and Australia on
Wednesday 1 September 2021. The UK/Australia Season is a joint initiative by the British Council and the
Australian Government’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, under the Royal patronage of Her
Majesty the Queen.
The ‘Australia in the UK’ programme with more than 100 live and digital events running until late 2022 in
venues across the nation has been directed by Michael Napthali of the Australian High Commission,
London. Helen Salmon, Director of the British Council in Australia, has directed the ‘UK in Australia'
programme.
Prominent cultural leaders Cate Blanchett, Darcey Bussell, Rudi Dharmalingam, Bernardine Evaristo, Barry
Humphries, and Gaye Sculthorpe have been announced as UK/Australia Season Ambassadors.
The season launch in the UK will be marked by the publication of Ancestors, artefacts and
empire: Indigenous Australia in British and Irish museums, a major new book co-edited by Dr
Gaye Sculthorpe, Head of the Oceania section of the Department of Africa, Oceania and the
Americas at the British Museum.
The book brings light to some of the extraordinary Indigenous Australian art and artefacts
preserved in museums across Great Britain and Ireland, selected from over 30 public museums,
both large metropolitan and small regional, to present a multi-stranded narrative that opens up
vistas on Britain’s Australian history as much as Australia’s British history.

Programme highlights for the first period of the ‘Australia in the UK’ programme include:
Ben Quilty: Free Fall
8 – 19 September 2021
Pavilion Gallery, Cromwell Place, London
Widely known for his thick, gestural oil paintings Ben Quilty has explored a range of themes throughout his
career. From the dangerous coming of age rituals of young Australian men, to the complex social history of
Australia, he is constantly critiquing notions of identity, patriotism and belonging.
Patricia Piccinini: Kindred
15 – 19 September 2021
Gallery 10, Cromwell Place
A solo presentation of a monumental work by leading Australian artist Patricia Piccinini, best known for her
transgenic menagerie of disturbing, hyperrealistic creatures.

Design Tasmania: Recoil by Brodie Neill
4 – 30 October
6-7 Motcomb Street opening in London Craft Week
London based, Tasmanian born designer Brodie Neill applies his
sustainable approach to material and craft, working with indigenous
timbers of Tasmania through the innovation of Hydrowood,
reclaimed from the depths of the island’s lakes. His latest work
Recoil is an elliptical table comprised of over three kilometres of
reclaimed Hydrowood veneer in a homage to the annual growth ring
formations of Tasmania’s treasured old growth trees.
Songlines: Tracking the Seven Sisters
21 October 2021 – 27 February 2022
The Box, Plymouth
Songlines: Tracking the Seven Sisters, the National Museum of
Songlines: Tracking the Seven Sisters
Australia’s extraordinary immersive exhibition featuring over 300
Minyipuru at Pangkal, 2016 by Mulyatingki Marney,
Nancy Nyanjilpayi Chapman and May Maywokka
paintings and objects by more than 100 Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Chapman, Martumili Artists.
© the artists/Copyright Agency 2020
Islander artists, will make its European premiere at The Box,
Image: National Museum of Australia
Plymouth in October 2021. The project was developed over five
years in collaboration with First Nations communities, and has been described as ‘a triumph of 21st century
museology’ when it was first shown at the National Museum of Australia in Canberra.
Lynette Wallworth: Awavena
24 November to 4 December 2021
Barbican Centre
The Barbican presents this Emmy award-winning tale, set in the Brazilian Amazon and told by the Yawanawá
people through stunning 360° virtual reality (VR). Melding cutting edge technology and transcendent
experience, Awavena is an intimate, immersive meeting with a people who have ascended from the edge of
extinction.
Screen Australia film season
February 2022
Barbican Centre
In February 2022 the Barbican presents a film programme, supported by Screen Australia, celebrating the
very best of Indigenous Australian filmmaking. Full programme to be announced.
Made in Birmingham/Made in Sydney
March – June 2022
Online, Ikon and Museum of Contemporary Art Australia
Made in Birmingham/Made in Sydney is a ground-breaking digital collaboration between the Museum of
Contemporary Art Australia (MCA) in Sydney and Ikon in Birmingham. The project invites Fijian-Australian
artist Salote Tawale and British-Afghan artist Osman Yousefzada to explore questions of identity and
belonging in contemporary Australia and Britain through two new video artworks. The project features
recorded performance, original moving image works and video developed by the two artists. Both artists,
chosen by Rachel Kent, Chief Curator, MCA Australia and Jonathan Watkins, Director, Ikon, have
multidisciplinary practices that explore the migrant experience, identity and outsider culture. Two separate
works will be created for presentation in a video format, as well as live activations to be announced.
‘Who Are We Now’
British Film Institute and via BFI Player (across the UK)
From March 2022
Throughout 2022, ACMI, Australia’s national museum of screen culture, the British Film Institute (BFI), the
UK’s lead organisation for film and moving image, and The National Film and Sound Archive of Australia
(NFSA), Australia’s national audio-visual archive, will present a series of programs across film, performance
and moving image art that explore themes of representation and identity. At BFI Southbank an ACMIcurated season will ask ‘Who Are We Now’ with a film season that presents classic and contemporary film
texts in conversation with moving image artworks and short films. At ACMI, a BFI-curated season will
present contemporary British films exploring identity with a special presentation of Mark Jenkins’s awardwinning film Bait as the centrepiece of the season. The National Film and Sound Archive of Australia and
the BFI National Archive are developing an exciting archive-to-archive collaboration which will screen in
2022 as part of the UK/Australia Season.
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Queensland Ballet’s Young Artist Programme: 2022 Next
Generation Festival
Royal Opera House
June 2022
Next generation talent will be on show in Queensland Ballet’s
(QB) Young Artist Programme, visiting the Royal Opera House
(ROH) for the first time with an exciting triple bill. The
Company’s gifted Jette Parker Young Artists (sister initiative to
the Royal Opera House’s Jette Parker Young Artist Programme)
will join featured former Young Artists who have joined
Queensland Ballet as Company dancers in original new works by
QB’s Associate Choreographer Jack Lister and Resident
Choreographer Natalie Weir, as well as Royal New Zealand
Ballet’s Resident Choreographer Loughlan Prior. Combining
dynamic contemporary dance with technology, design and music,
the performances are part of The Royal Ballet’s Next Generation
Festival at the Royal Opera House, London.

Queensland Ballet’s Young Artist Programme
Photo: David Kelly

To compliment the artistic programme, the Menzies Australia Institute at King’s College London will also
deliver a public engagement series.
The second phase of the ’Australia in the UK’ programme through to the end of 2022 will be announced in
early 2022.
The High Commissioner for Australia, His Excellency the Hon George Brandis QC, said:
“The UK/Australia Season 2021-22 is the most ambitious cultural exchange between the UK and Australia. It
comes at a time of great change and opportunity for both of our countries, as we forge even closer ties. The
Season gives both nations the opportunity to look at ourselves, and at one another, through fresh
eyes. Australian audiences will experience some of the UK’s famous companies and artists; UK audiences
across the nation will experience new and innovative work coming out of Australia right now, alongside our
globally recognised and world-class artists, major performing arts companies and cultural institutions.”
Alongside the cultural programme, the Australian Trade and Investment Commission, Austrade, will deliver
a tailored business programme promoting bilateral trade and investment in key regions throughout the UK.
The Season is funded through Australian Government and British Council support, as well as a
philanthropic Patrons Board, co-chaired by Sir Lloyd Dorfman CBE in the UK and David Gonski AC in
Australia, with members in both countries.
Website: www.ukaustraliaseason.com
#UKAUSeason
Twitter: @auBritish & @AusHouseLondon
Facebook: @BritishCouncilAustralia & @AustralianHighCommissionUK
For press information please contact:
Jane Quinn/Lara Delaney, Bolton & Quinn
+44 (0)20 7221 5000
jq@boltonquinn.com or lara@boltonquinn.com

NOTES TO EDITORS
Australia
Australia is a vibrant, multicultural and outward-looking society and country. Australia's First Nations
culture dates back over 60,000 years and is the worlds’ oldest continuous living culture. Home to people
from all over the globe, Australia is a richly diverse, multicultural and multilingual society, which permeates
Australia's creative arts. Australia's multifaceted arts sector includes nationally and internationally renowned
artists, musicians, dancers, theatre companies, musicians, filmmakers, actors, designers, architects, and
performers. It is home to a rich landscape of public and private arts and cultural institutions from the World
Heritage listed Sydney Opera House to Tasmania's innovative Museum of Old and New Art (MONA).
Australia's creative industries have built a global reputation for innovation, talent and energy and play an
important role in the Australian economy. Australia is the third largest export market for UK cultural
industries after USA and Europe. Sydney is now acknowledged as one of the top four film production
centres in the world, alongside Hollywood, Mumbai and London.
About UK/Australia Season 2021-22
The UK/Australia Season is a joint initiative by the British Council and the Australian Government’s
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. The Season highlights the breadth of partnership between
Australia and the UK, and aims to deepen and extend cultural connections. The Season commences in
September 2021, concluding in March 2022 in Australia and in December 2022 in the UK. The theme ‘Who
Are We Now?’ will reflect on our history, explore our current relationship, and imagine our future together.
The Season will feature programming for all ages, and will celebrate the diversity of cultures and languages
in both countries. It will emphasise Australia’s First Nations voices, enable cultural exchange with Wales,
Scotland, England and Northern Ireland, and the diverse societies that have emerged in both Australia and
the UK through migration.
UK/Australia Season (ukaustraliaseason.com)
About the British Council
The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational
opportunities. We build connections, understanding and trust between people in the UK and other countries
through arts and culture, education and the English language. In 2019-2020 we reached over 75 million
people directly and 758 million people overall including online, broadcasts and publications. Founded in
1934 we are a UK charity governed by Royal Charter and a UK public body. We receive a 14.5 per cent core
funding grant from the UK government.
www.britishcouncil.org.au
About the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
The Australian Government through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade works closely with a
broad range of partners to advance Australia’s security and prosperity globally. Relationships are at the heart
of our work. Through initiatives like the UK/Australia Season, we work with partners to showcase Australia
as an innovative, creative, diverse and tolerant nation, which assists with strengthening Australia’s influence,
reputation, reach and relationships overseas.
www.dfat.gov.au

Quotes from Season Ambassadors
Cate Blanchett AC
“I am thrilled and honoured to be an Ambassador for the UK/Australia Season. Art breaks down the borders and
boundaries of our imagination, poses questions, expands reality, and by sharpening our feelings into ideas offers
pathways to insight. Living works of art in performance being shared cross culturally provides a genuine opportunity
for audiences and artists alike to expand their horizons at a time when many fear they are closing down. I am excited
that this Season will facilitate a cornucopia of visions which speak to the depth and breadth of the ongoing artistic
exploration in contemporary Australia and Britain.”
Dame Darcey Bussell DBE
“I am so fortunate to call these two wonderful countries home and to have seen the wonderful artistic talent that resides
in both places. It is right that we recognise them, especially at this time. To cite Katharine Brisbane ‘Art is a quality
that can be applied to myriad forms but has no form of its own. It is an expression of certain values.’ And right now is
the time to express our shared values and to forge our future together, through the special connectivity that the arts
provide.
Rudi Dharmalingam
“The arts have always had an innate ability to inspire and initiate change in all corners of society. The only way to
truly break down barriers is for us all to share our stories with each other. International collaborations like this
partnership between the UK and Australia create a disruptive platform to challenge prejudice, to manifest a borderless
mutual appreciation and understanding of each other's complicated cultural intricacies.”
Professor Bernardine Evaristo OBE FRSL FRSA
“Culture is essential to the advancement of humankind, but for it to flourish and progress, we need to replenish it
through global engagements, influences and partnerships. The UK/Australia Season is an amazing opportunity for
both countries to bridge the geographical and creative divide through sharing the exciting ways in which our societies
are enriched by our many different communities and unique approaches to the formation of culture. This is an
ambitious and inspiring initiative, and I expect it will be transformational.”
Barry Humphries AO CBE
“We have always had a close relationship with the U.K. We have a shared history, but more important, a shared sense
of humour. This is our precious bond and our salvation."
Dr Gaye Sculthorpe
“I am excited that the UK/Australia Season will highlight aspects of the unique culture and art of the First Nations of
Australia. The origins of these artistic traditions predate British colonisation by millennia yet in their evolving forms
are amongst the best of contemporary artistic practice in Australia.”
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Vincent Namatjira,The Queen and Me (2016) Acrylic on canvas. Courtesy of the British Museum

Songlines: Tracking the Seven Sisters
Artists from Tjanpi Desert Weavers let their tjanpi sisters fly, Papulankutja, Western Australia,
2015. Image: Annieka Skinner, Tjanpi Desert Weavers

Bounce by Circa
Image by AL_A
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Lynette Wallworth, Awavena,
Hushahu Yawanawa film still. Image credit: Lynette Wallworth
Queensland Ballet’s Young Artist Programme
Photo: David Kelly

Ben Quilty, Freefall
The Peanut Eaters no. 3, 2021, oil on linen. Courtesy the artist and A3 Arndt Art Agency

Patricia Piccinini, Kindred
Kindred, 2018, silicone, fibreglass, hair.
Courtesy the artist and Arndt Art Agency

Made in Birmingham/Made in Sydney
Salota Tawale. I don't see colour, video still, 2021.

Design Tasmania: Recoil by Brodie Neill
Brodie Neill, Recoil. Veneers

Made in Birmingham/Made in Sydney
Osman Yousefzada

